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CHALLENGE

Places such as "home” and “workplace” have been deeply associated with the behavior and gender
thought to be appropriate. Such fixed concept between place and action becomes an inevitable
constraint for both sexes, leading to a sense of obstruction and obligation in life. There is a need for a
“third place” where every consumer, regardless of gender or any classification, can be oneself without
feeling constrained by “behavior corresponding to the place.”

CONTRIBUTION

The space created along the road combines a cafe and a laundromat, established with the aim of
allowing people who gather to interact freely as a result of serving and drinking tea and doing laundry.
For example, one housewife carries out a series of acts like helping a friend's child with their homework
while ironing and serving tea. As a result of the careful design of the “first floor" aimed to be open to
society encouraging people’s voluntary and self-reliant activities, the designer, who also serves as the
administrator, created effects that go beyond a mere gender-free environment. Many developers and
administrative city planning representatives have visited to learn about the mechanism of community
formation, and requests for a design of a base for town development.
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